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would have a most depressing effect upon the Germans, who believe
whatever a general officer of any army chooses to say.
Feb. r#. The Admiralty sent a car for me, and I thought they had
captured the two ships believed to be on their way from Kiel, carry-
ing sixty thousand rifles, six million cartridges, and ten machine guns
for the Irish rebels, but the reason was actually this. The French
Military Attache in Stockholm, taking two cases of explosives over
from France to a secret depot, had left them in the customs cloakroom.
Late last night one of the cases took fire spontaneously and burnt all
the luggage before the fire could be put out. The Admiralty asked
me to have the remaining case destroyed and to settle with the railway
company for all damage. The case was removed in a taxi to Duck
Island, where it was left to do its worst.
Captain Hall showed me a telegram saying that a submarine had
been captured last night intact with all hands.
Feb. 79. Captain Wardle, of the Naval Intelligence, told me about
the fight which resulted in the destruction of one of the largest German
submarines on Saturday night off the coast of Ireland. The ship
attacked one of our " hush " ships, ordered the crew into the boats
and then torpedoed her. Being full of timber, she could not sink
and the submarine approached her. Then the sides of the " hush '*
ship fell down, and she opened fire on the submarine with heavy
guns, sinking her. One officer was picked up, and he is arriving at
Paddington at three-thirty to-morrow morning to be taken to Scotland
Yard, where I am asked to interrogate him.
Wardle further said that we have new submarines that go by steam
with oil fuel. When they submerge the fuel is turned off, the funnels
drawn in and hermetically sealed. These boats are capable of making
the journey to and from New York eight times without replenishing.
Major Cunningham, Inspector of Explosives, called on me to-day to
say that Dr. Dupres, die expert chemist, had examined the bottles left
at Victoria by the French Naval Attache at Stockholm, and
found them to be bottles of a very peculiar kind. The labels said
"fin rhum" but under the label was a glass tube running halfway
into the bottle. This was full of what appeared to be fulminate. The
bottle was filled witih a dark fluid with a heavy white deposit, but